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BRITISH. CONSTITUTION, 


In a DiaLocus between a MasTzr-ManuracTURER 


and one of his WORKMEN, 


Worknan. OOD morning, maſter; I am come 


to tell you I cannot work to-day, 


Maſter. Why, John, what is the matter, are you 
3ll ? 


W. No, thank God! but I have made. an engage- 

ment, which I want to go to. | 
M. Conſider, John, you have a wife and four 
children, who entirely depend upon you for fupport ; 
and, if you remain idle but one day in the week, you loſe | 
l one 


- 


laid, that every age and generation are free; but it is 


(.'4- ) 
one ſixth part of what is to ſubſiſt you and them, and 
you wrong your family 
. Ah, maſter! what ſignifies a wife and children 


when compared to liberty! It is to meet the friends of 
liberty that J am going; and, when I think of the rights 


of man, I never think of the wrongs of my family. 
M. I find then, John, you are for the new ſyſtem ? 
. Yes, Maſter ! and ſo would you had you read 
Tom Paine: he makes it quite clear that we are all born 
equal, and that we ought to have remained ſo ; and that 
it is a ſhame to have kings and lords amongſt a people 


who ought to live like brethren. 


M. Indeed, John, I ſeldom read except in my 


Bible and Ledger; it 1s ſufficient for me to mind my 


ſhop, poſt my books, and take care of my affairs. On 
Sunday, which is a day of leiſure, I go to church, and 
am content, without perplexing myſelf with different 


doctrines, to liſten to the parſon of my pariſh, who re- 


commends me to live in peace, and to do as 1 would be 
done by. Yet, I own, Mr. Paine's book made ſo 


much noiſe, that, from curioſity, I have read it, and I 
find nothing in it to make me alter my conduct. 


W. What, maſter! are you an enemy to the 
rights of man? 

M. No, John! but I am a end to the happineſs 
of man; and I would prevent him from exercifing 
rights which are injurious to himſelf, Mr. Paine has 


not 


- 
= — 8 _—_— . 1 MLL 


3 

not the queſtion, whether they may, but whether they 
ought, in prudence to uſe that freedom; and whether by 
uſing it they will better themſelves ; and, that I may be 
able to judge, let me know, John ! of what you and 
your party complain. 

V. Lord, maſter! why you know well enough 
we complain that ſome are too rich, that others are too 
poor, that the people are taxed to ſupport the expences 
of the king, and that the money we labour for is taken 
from us, and ſquandered in places and penſions. We 
_ diſlike lords: Why ſhould a man be a lord becauſe his 
father was ?—We diſlike kings: Why ſhould one man 
be maſter of ſo many millions, who are as good as him- 
ſelf?—We diſlike the mode of elections: Why ſhould 
not every man be entitled to a vote ? — In ſhort, provi- 
ſions are too high, liberty is too low, and we would be 
free and equal, as they are in France. 

M. Ah! John, theſe are numerous complaints and 
great grievances to be ſure; but, that we may perfectly 
underſtand them, let us examine them ſeparately. Your 
firſt complaint is, that ſome are too rich, and others 
too poor. 

W. Why don't you think ſo, maſter ? 

M. Indeed, John, I do not: and, though there 
may be ſome exceptions, which under no government 
can be prevented, I believe people in general may 
chooſe whether they will be rich or poor. 


V. Why, maſter, I chooſe'to be rich, 
yy - M. How, 


BY OS 
AM. How, John, you chooſe to be rich, when you 
are this very day going to make holiday ! You earn, 
John, a guinea a week, which, excluding Sundays, is 
three ſhillings and ſixpence a day; and, if in every week 


you loſe a day, you loſe nine pounds two ſhillings a 


year; this, in fourteen years, would make the ſum of one 
hundred and ninety-two pounds. I believe you will 
confeſs, that, every day you make holiday, you ſpend 
on yourſelf as much as you miſs getting: and thus, in 
fourteen years, you might have ſaved * hundred 
and eighty- four pounds. 

V. Ah, Maſter! every body has not the ſame 
head for theſe reckonings that you have. | 

M. Every body, John, has nearly the ſame wh 


but every body has not the ſame inclinations to make 
uſe of it. The idle man, who prefers pleaſure to gain, 


ſays, it is but one day, and but three ſhillings and ſix- 
pence loſt. The frugal man, who prefers gain to plea- 
ſure, ſays, it is an hour, and that is three-pence farthing 
got. The firſt clamours againſt government becauſe 
he remains poor through his own indolence and extra- 
vagance ; the laſt is contented with it becauſe it ſecures 
to him the fruits of his induſtry and economy. 

V. To be ſure, maſter, there is ſome truth in that. 

M. I came up to town, John, juſt as you did. I- 
was the ſon of a ſmall farmer, whoſe condition was little 
better than that of a common labourer. I had learned 
to read and Write at a charity-ſchodl, 1 was firſt por- 


ter, 


*} jo. 
ter, then clerk, and afterwards partner in the houſe I 
entered into. I am now fifty years of age, and am 
worth thirty thouſand pounds. The laws of my country 
ſecure me in the poſſeſſion of it; the king dare not 
touch a farthing of it : I pay taxes, it is true, and they 
are conſiderable ; but I pay them as a contribution for 
the protection of the reſt of my property: heavy as 
they are, they are certainly not beyond the ſtrength of 
the nation, ſince it flouriſhes under them ; nor is my 
own ſituation ſingular, ſince the riſe and condition of 


my neighbours have been and are nearly the ſame. 


N. But certainly, maſter, you would pay leſs taxes 
if you were not to allow the king a million a year. 

M. A great deal has been ſaid about this million a 
year; but, though the ſum ſounds great, when examined 
it will not be found much ; he pays out of it the judges, 
the foreign ambaſſadors, the ſecretaries of ſtate, and 
other miniſters. Without theſe no government ever 
attempted to ſtand, not even the new one of France ; 
and, when theſe deductions are made, the ſum will not 
be ſo enormous as you ſuppoſe, 

Inſtead of a king, 1 will ſuppoſe a national aſſembly, 
as in France : the members I will fix at ſeven hundred 
and forty-five, as there; and the ſalaries of each at five 
hundred pounds per annum, a ſum in proportion to 
what is allowed in France: Thus, John, when we had 
got rid of monarchy, we ſhould ſtill have near four hun- 
dred thouſand pounds to pay, beſides ſupporting our 


Jugges and our miniſters. 


A4 . But 
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W. But then, maſter, if you could ſtrike off the 
. The penſions, John, are A th out of 
| the ſame million; and how far, John, do you think it 
would be juſtice or policy to reduce every man to want, 
who has ſerved his country bravely and faithfully. You 
got drunk, I remember, John, when Rodney beat the 
French; you then thought he and his family deſerved 
every thing ; you now wiſh to make his children 
| beggars. ++ ; 
V. However, maſter, taking away the titles would 
do no ham! 

M. It might, John; and I am fire | it would do no 
good. In this country, induſtry and frugality are the 
ſources of every thing, and their rewards cannot be too 
numerous; and why. ſhould I be deprived of any diſ- 
tinction which accompanies thoſe qualities? 
© #. You, maſter! why you are merry, ſurely : you 

do not expect to be made a lord? 

M. Certainly. do not, John; but it is not at all 
improbable that my children ſhould. 1 have four fons; 
my eldeſt I have bred up to my. own buſineſs, and I 
bleſs God that he is diligent, ſober, and frugal: m 
ſecond is at the Temple, and ſtudies the law: my third 
is in the army: and my fourth is in the navy. It is 
from ſuch as theſe that lords are made: the firſt pur- 
ſues trade, purchaſes lands, his ſon becomes an eſquire, 
is returned to parliament, and, if he has abilities, may 


juſtly 


(9) 

juſtly pretend to a peerage. The road of the other is 
more immediate: eloquence, ſkill, and valour, con- 
duct them to eminence in their profeſſions, and they are 
made lords by the ſame means that have promoted the 
whole houſe of peers ; ſuch has been the condition of 
all; and what has happened to them may happen to 
my children, and might to yours, if, inſtead of attend- 
ing levelling meetings, you would work everyday in the 
week. £25 490 | 

M. Well, maſter; but, though your children may 


some to be lords, they can never come to be kings; 


and I do not ſee why a particular man, whether he is 
wiſe or fooliſh, ſhould be made the maſter of ſo many 
millions? 

M. I underſtand you, John: you do not ſee any 
reaſon why the crown ſhould be hereditary. I have 
already told you I do not ſtudy politics much, and I 
fancy that is one of the reaſons that I have ſucceeded 
ſo well in buſineſs; for two of my neighbours, who 
were thought to underſtand as much of the affairs of 
Europe as moſt men, underſtood I find ſo little of their 
own, that they have become bankrupts, and Iam told 
will not pay three ſhillings in the pound. Yet, though 
I do not ſtudy politics, thoſe who do are fo very induſ- 
trious in communicating their knowledge, that I daily 
hear ſomething : when any of theſe come to buy at my 
ſhop, they generally turn the diſcourſe that way ; and 
I have learned from them that there 1s but one crown 
in Europe elective, and that is the crown of Poland 

| and 


1 
5 n people, who have appeared moſt 
zealous for aboliſhing hereditary diſtinctions here, have 
attempted to render the crown hereditary there. You 
ſee, John, how one part of their conduct contradicts 
another; and hence, I conclude, that their principal 
object is to talk themſelves, or to hear others talk of 
Nor is the king either your maſter or mine, he can 
neither make us go here or there, to do this or that: 
he cannot take from us a farthing, neither he nor his 
miniſter can encroach upon the liberty of the meaneſt 
Briton; and, if they do, they are ſubject to damages in a 
court of law, 

V. All this, maſter, is very well; but why ſhould 
I not vote fora member of parliament as well as you ? 

M. I have already told you, John, that induſtry 
and economy -are in this country the ſource of every 
thing : it is by the firſt alone that a fortune can be 
made, and it is by the laſt alone that it can be kept. 
Inſtead of working only. five days in the week, work 
fix; and, in ſix years, you will have gained money enough 
to purchaſe a vote, if you pleaſe : this privilege the 
meaneſt man may ſoon acquire by perſevering in his 
labours, and the richeſt will loſe it ſhould he be idle 
ard ſpend his property. I ſet out without any thing, 
and have got a vote; and, ſhould my ſon be an idle fel- 
low and a ſpendthriſt, in felling what I leave him, he 


| loſes his vote. 
| V. Then, 
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W. Then, maſter, from all this, I ſuppoſe you do 
not approve of the French revolution ? 

M. How often, John, muſt I tell you, that I ſel- 
dom trouble my head about theſe matters; yet, if 
you wiſh to know my ſentiments, I will tell you them. 
In the firſt place, I do not think there is any compari- 
ſon between France and England: there were certainly 


great grievances in France: the king could ſeize the 
property and perſon of every man; he could reduce 


him to beggary, could confine him in priſon, and take 
away his life, Can the king of England do any ſuch 
thing ? I believe, John, that you would be glad that 


he wereto take you up without your offending againſt 


the laws ; it would be a good fortune to you. 

W. Why, to be ſure, maſter, I would make him 
pay fauce for it. 

M. Then, John, if you would make him pay 
ſauce for it, and he can do you no injury without your 
having the fame redreſs againſt him as you could have 
againſt any of your fellow-ſubjects ; are you not in the 
eye of the law equal to the king? 

N. True, - maſter, we are ſo in England, but you 
own it was not the caſe in France, and therefore they 
were certainly right in what they did. 

M. That is a different thing, John: it does not 
follow, that, if government acted wrong, the people 
have acted right; I only know this, John, that it ap- 
pears to me there never was a time when there was lets 

right 


| Ea 
right in France, and I will give you two inſtances of it 


in what has happened to myſelf. You remember that 


| ſhopkeeper in Paris, who refuſed to pay me, about 
ſeven years ago, for a quantity of hardware that I ſent 
out to him : I went to Paris, you allo remember, ap- 


plied to one of their courts of Juſtice, and got my 


money. 
i. To be ſure, {OO it would be very hard if 


1 man were not paid his own. 


M. Yes, John: but what has happened ſince. —] 


ſent out another parcel of hardware laſt year, to a per- 
fon at Marſeilles, who alſo refuſed to pay me; I went 
there to oblige him, I found there were no longer any 
courts of juſtice ; I found that he was become a great 
patriot, a captain, John, -in the national guards, and 
he only laughed at me, and told me, if I teized him 
about money, he would denounce me, as he called i it, 
and have me put in priſon. 

V. What, put you in priſon when he owed you 
money ! Why maſter he muſt be a great raſcal indeed ! 
M. This was not all, John: — to appear a little ſmart, 
T had carried with me a new coat, with handſome ſteel 
buttons; in this I walked the ſtreets, and was followed 
by ſome boys, who began to call out, Ariſtocrat, ariſto- 
crat! (a word which means an enemy to their conſtitu- 


tion ;) a mob immediately ſurrounded me, dragged me 


through the ſtreet, and would have hung me on one of 
the ropes on which they hang their lanterns, if, luckily, 
| | my 


ry =: 


tic 


„ 

my banker had not come by, reſcued me from their 
hands, by aſſuring them that I was in England a great 
patriot, or what he called a Jacobin. 

W. Lord, maſter, were not you frightened ter- 
ribly? 

M. Certainly I was, John; and I'll take care how 
I venture there again. 

V. But, maiter, the common people in France, 
ſuch as myſelf, live ſurely better then they did? 

M. How ſo, John! manufactures are at an end; 
and, when the maſter can no longer ſell his commodi- 
ties, hc can no longer pay the journeymen. 

N. Why, what becomes of them? | 

M. They, John, as well as all of ſimilar deſcrip- 
tion, ſuch as ſervants, labourers, and the lower claſs 
of manufacturers, are obliged to enter into the armies 
for bread ; they are paid fifteen-pence a day, but they 
are paid in paper; that paper they are forced to ex- 
change for little more than half of the commodities 


that could formerly be purchaſed with money of the 


ſame amount ; they march without ſhoes or ſtockings, 
and their neceſſities oblige them to plunder, or exact 
contributions from every country they enter. 
NM. Why, I thought, maſter, they carried liberty 
every where? 
M. It don't appear ſo, John, from the accoun 
that the inhabitants of Nice have preſented to the na- 
tional aſſembly, in which they complain chat the French 
| have 
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have raviſhed their wives and daughters, and ſtole their 
goods: — how ſhould you like that, John? 

V. Faith, maſter, not at all | 

M. Nor is this the only thing to be dreaded ; the 
farmer and labourer have left their ploughs to preach 
or fight for reform ; the conſequence is that the ground 
has been uncultivated, a famine begins to appear, and 
all provifions are double the price of what they were 
before the revolution: how ſhould you like this, John, 
who complain of the price of things when bread is no 
dearer than it was ten or twenty years ago ? In ſhort, 
John, if the French and their doctrines come here, 1 
ſhall ſhut up my ſhop, and have done with buſineſs; I 
ſhall place my money where I can moſt ſafely, and 
even bury it under ground, fooner than lend it to a 
conſtitution that ſubſiſts, as their's does, by violence, 
and where every perſon, who is ſuſpected or accuſed of 
being an ariſtocrat, is dragged to priſon without any 
evidence, and is afterwards maſſacred by the populace. 
The French have always been our enemies; and, if they 
once enter England, they will not forget to revenge 
themſelves for the many times we have beaten them by 
ſea and by land; nor do I deſire any of their equality, 
fince, as this country now ſtands, I can become by in- 
duſtry and economy equally rich as a lord, and, while 
I behave myſelf with propriety, am equally indepen- 
dent as the king. 

N. Right, maſter! wi I thank you ſorexplaining 
all this to me; | and, inſtead of going to the liberty- club, 

Iwill 


6 
Iwill backs my work; for, I ſhould not like to ſee a 
Frenchman lie with my wife, or take the bread out of 


my children's mouths ; and I now ſee, that, if I go on as 
you do, and mind my buſineſs, * be as 
nich and as happy as you, 


FINIS. 
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